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asserted, but not proved, that he rejected the Eucharist
altogether; he probably retained it as a memorial rite.
T. Prayers, alms, and oblations for the dead. To these
errors was added an aversion to the chanting and psal-
mody of the Church; he would perhaps replace it by a
more simple and passionate hymnology.h How did
each of these heretical tenets strike at the power, the
wealth, the influence of the clergy! What terrible
doubts did they throw into men's minds! How hateful
must they have appeared to the religious, as to the
irreligious! "What!" says the indignant Peter the
Venerable, on the first of these tenets (we follow not
out his curious, at times strange refutation of the rest),
iiChave all the saints been baptised in infancy, yet, if
infant baptism be null, have perished unbaptised,
perished therefore eternally? Is there no Christian,
not one to be saved in all Spain, Gaul, Germany, Italy,
Europe ? " In another respect the followers of Peter de
Brueys rejected the usages of the Church, but in no
rigid or ascetic, and therefore no Manichean spirit.
They ate meat on fast days, even on Good Friday.
They even summoned their people to feast on those
days. This was among the most revolting acts of their
wickedness; as bad as acts of persecution and cruelty,
of which they are accused; it shows at once their
daring and the great power which they had attained.
" The people are rebaptised, altars thrown down, crosses
burned, meat publicly eaten on the day of the Lord's
Passion, priests scourged, monks imprisoned, or com-
pelled to marry by terror or by torture " 'l

b Compare Flathe, Vorlaufer der Re-
formation, Halm, Manichaische Ketzer,
L. p. 408, et seqq.

1 Peter Venerab., in Max. Biblioth,

Patr., p. 1034. This refutation is
the chief authority about Peter de
Brueys, and his followers, called Petn-
bussians.
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